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Text: 
Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them. 11: But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just 
shall live by faith. 12: And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 13: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14: That the blessing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith. 

Introduction 
In this section, the apostle Paul continues to contend that justification is by faith and not by the 
works of the law. Having demolished the Jews!"confidence in their physical relation to Abraham, 
Paul now quotes four more Old Testament passages. He does this to continue to prove that the 
Judaizers misinterpreted and misapplied the Old Testament Scriptures by mixing law and grace, 
works and faith.

In arguing for justification by faith, Paul was not inventing a new teaching. Justification by 
faith was the plan that was laid out and revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. This was the 
gospel that God preached to Abraham in the book of Genesis. 
Genesis 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. The blessing spoken here is mainly the blessing of 
justification and this blessing is received by faith as Paul writes in Galatians 3:9, #So then they 
which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.” It is clear that only those who are of faith 
are blessed with faithful Abraham. But those who are of the works of the law are under a 
curse. That!s the subject I want us to focus on this morning. Let!s consider these five verses we 
read earlier in three headings, namely, the Reality of the Curse, the Reason of the Curse, and 
the Redemption from the Curse.

I - The Reality of the Curse
Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: 
Here Paul tells us that those who are under the works of the law are under a curse. This is 
a serious and deadly reality that many people are not aware of. A vast number of people do 
not know that they are under a curse. They do not know that they are under the curse of the law. 
Now understand that Paul is not saying that the law is cursed. There is nothing wrong with 



the law. The law is not a bad thing. The Bible doesn!t say that the law is cursed or that we are 
cursed because we have the law. Actually, Paul has a high view of the law. Listen to how he 
describes the law in his other epistles: 
1 Timothy 1:8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully.

Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

So, the law is holy, just, righteous, and good. The curse is not the law, but the curse is the curse 
pronounced on those who are under the works of the law. The term #who are of [under] the 
works of the law” refers to those who want to be justified through their works. It refers to 
those who want to be accepted with God because of their obedience to the law. The Judaizers 
were telling the believers that in addition to exercising faith in Jesus, they must also keep the law 
of God if they would be saved. They agree that faith is necessary, but they also insist that one 
should also keep the law of God particularly the law of circumcision in order to be saved. Now, 
Paul writes, that those who seek to be under the works of the law are under the curse of the law. 
The Judaizers and all those who are relying upon the keeping of the law in order to earn salvation 
are under the curse. It doesn!t matter how sincere they may be, they are sincerely wrong. The life 
of faith brings blessing, while life under the law puts a man under a curse! “Law is 
unbending, it yields nothing to weakness, its standard is never lowered, not even by a 
hairbreadth; law makes no compromise and finds no room for mercy!” – Vine.

Now, what is the curse of the law?
To be under the curse of the law is to be under the God!s condemnation, to be doomed to 
eternal punishment.  It is to be exposed to the righteous anger and holy wrath of a righteous 
and holy God. This is a dreadful and frightful thought. Paul writes in Hebrew 10:31, #It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” To curse is the direct opposite of to 
bless. When you bless someone, you wish him well. You wish upon him all good things. To 
curse is the opposite. To curse someone is to wish that individual the worst possible thing. There 
is a curse pronounced by the law. No one wants to be cursed. We all want to be blessed. But the 
reality is as Paul goes on to say in verse 10, #... for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.” Those who are 
of faith are blessed; but those who are of works of the law are far from #blessed”. They are, in 
fact, #under the curse”.  But the question is, #if the law is good and if one seeks to keep the law, 
why then he or she is still under the curse?” This brings us to the next heading.

II - The Reason for the Curse
Galatians 3:10b ... for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. 
The Judaizers are teaching that the law was a means of justification. But Paul will show now that 
the law on the contrary is a means of condemnation. The law brings a curse. The Mosaic Law 
does not give eternal life, it only condemns men. The reason for the condemnation, the reason 
for the curse is not the law itself, but a broken law. According to Paul, the Scripture 



pronounces a curse upon all who are trying to keep the law to obtain salvation. #Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.” This is 
a direct quotation of Deuteronomy 27:26 where it says, #Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen.” The curse is pronounced on 
those who #confirmeth not” or #continueth not” in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them.

God!s law is holy, just, and good and God demands the requirement of the law to be met. The 
law requires perfection and failure to keep the law perfectly brings God!s judgment and 
condemnation. The main words in this verse are, #all things.” If you want to live under the law 
and seek to be justified by the works of the law, you must obey all the law perfectly and 
perpetually, and you must obey it inwardly and outwardly all your life.

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all.  
If you keep all of the laws except one, you are just as guilty as one who has broken all of 
God!s laws. How is this possible? How can a person be guilty of all the law if he breaks only one 
law? James is not saying you are guilty of all in the sense that that you have broken every single 
law of God. He is saying he is guilty of all, because the law is considered a unity. F. B. Meyer 
pictured the unity of the law this way “A person may observe all the laws of health, but if he 
inhales one whiff [hint] of poison, he may die; so, we may be outwardly obedient to the entire 
Decalogue [Ten Commandments], but delinquency [failure] in love will invalidate 
everything.” If you want to present your own righteousness before God, it must be a perfect 
righteousness because the law pronounces a curse on anyone who doesn!t keep all of the law.

So, the reason for this curse is God!s broken law. Then Paul goes on to say in verse 11, #But 
that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by 
faith.”
It is evident, it is crystal clear, that no one is justified by the law before God, #for, the just shall 
live by faith.” This is another quotation from the Old Testament Scripture.  
Habakkuk 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by 
his faith. (Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38) 
The righteous will live by faith. Those who trust Christ for salvation will have spiritual, eternal 
life. Why? Not because of his obedience to the law, but by faith. Because he has exercised faith 
in Christ and has given up any trust in his own works to save him.

Galatians 3:12a And the law is not of faith …
In other words, grace and law cannot be combined. Faith and works cannot be joined together. 
They are opposites, just like water and oil. If you are going to live by the Law, then you cannot 
be saved by faith. You cannot mix them. They are contrary. 

Galatians 3:12b ... but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 



Here Paul quotes Leviticus 18:5, #Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which 
if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.” 

Jack Arnold writes, #His point is that if a person could keep the law, he could have acceptance 
with God, but he cannot because he has a sin nature and always breaks the law, proving himself 
to be a sinner. To get acceptance before God on the basis of law, a person would have to keep the 
law perfectly, and no one has ever done that—except Jesus Christ.”

This takes us to the third heading ... 
III - The Redemption from the Curse 
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14: That the blessing of Abraham might 
come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith. 
Here is the gospel of Jesus Christ in a nutshell! #Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law.” The word #redeem” means to buy out. The believer has been bought out of the curse of the 
law. A price has been paid so that the believer has been released from the curse of the law 
which is death and hell. Believer, you have been redeemed from the curse of the law by Jesus 
Christ Who has paid a price. This is very important to understand. We are not saved by a set of 
truth, as important as the truths are. We are not saved by a confession of faith, as important as 
our confession of faith is. We are saved by a person and that person is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the Lord Jesus Who redeems us from condemnation. How did He do that? What 
was the price He paid for our redemption? The last part of verse 13 says, “Being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” Paul, here is 
quoting Deuteronomy 21:23, #for he that is hanged is accursed of God.” Jesus Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law by becoming “a curse” Himself. In Old Testament times criminals 
were executed normally by stoning. They were stoned to death by two or three witnesses. And 
after they were stoned to death, they would pick up the bloodied mangled body and they would 
hang it upon a tree to show publicly and demonstrate divine judgment on someone who had done 
an awful crime.

Our Lord Jesus was nailed to a cross, which was equivalent to being hanged on a tree. He died 
under a divine curse, not His curse but our curse. In His death, He redeemed those who believe 
in Him from the curse of the law. Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, who kept the law 
perfectly, was made a curse for sinful men in His death. Paul wants to make sure his readers 
understand that Christ didn!t just take the curse, He didn!t just put the curse put on Him, He 
became a curse. The sinless, spotless, blameless Son of God becoming a curse for us.

Paul expressed similar truth in 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 



Jesus Christ was made curse for us, He was made sin for us, as He hang upon a cross. And 
because of that we become the righteousness of God. We just don!t acquire the righteousness of 
God, we do, but we become the righteousness of God.

All men are under the curse of the law and the only way to escape this curse is not by our 
works, but through the substitutionary work of Christ for sinners. The only way this curse 
can be removed is by the perfect Son of God becoming a curse for us!

Galatians 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
Here Paul tells his readers that first purpose of Christ becoming a curse for us is that the 
Gentiles also might be partakers of the blessing of Abraham. The blessing of Abraham is the 
salvation that would come through the #Seed”, who is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah. (Genesis 12:3). And clearly this blessing is also related to the promise of the Spirit 
because unless one is justified by faith he or she would not receive the promise of the Spirit. All 
who believe in Jesus receive the Spirit immediately when they are born again.

Closing Thoughts 
In closing let me first speak to the believers. If you are a believer today, the truth that #Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us,” should melt your heart. 
The apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18-19, #Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 19: But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” The truth that Jesus Christ bought you to redeem you from the curse of the law 
with His precious blood should warm your heart toward Jesus Christ. Is your heart cold 
toward the things of God and towards Lord Jesus Christ? Then go to Calvary and behold the 
Lamb of God, whose precious blood was shed for you because of your sins. Consider that you 
will never hear the words, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” (Matt. 25:41). But instead, you will hear the precious words of 
Jesus, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” (Matt. 25:34). Meditate on that truth. Now, if you do that, meditate on 
that, and your heart remains cold and unmoved, something is seriously wrong. But that is the 
place to get a warm heart.

King of my life I crown Thee now 
Thine shall the glory be 

Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow 
Lead me to Calvary. 

Refrain: 
Lest I forget Gethsemane 
Lest I forget Thine agony 



Lest I forget Thy love for me 
Lead me to Calvary. 

Now, let me speak to the unbelievers among us today. If you are an unbeliever today, this should 
make you trust in Jesus Christ. The reality that those who seek to be justified by the works of 
the law are under the curse of the law should cause you run to Jesus Christ for forgiveness 
and salvation. The truth that He offers you His own perfect righteousness should cause you to 
stop establishing and relying on your own righteousness.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. 
This is the great exchange! Christ took your place. He exchanges His obedience and 
righteousness for your sin. When you believe, He takes your sin, you get His perfect 
righteousness! When you believe, He takes your punishment, you get forgiveness and 
salvation! When you believe, you are made the righteousness of God in Him! What a great 
exchange!

AMEN!


